
 

 

 
 

 

 
INSIDE THE GREEN ECONOMY, Promises and Pitfalls 
With a Preface by Tim Jackson, Environmental Economist 
 
This book puts the Green Economy to the test, its promises, consequences 
and blind spots: 
 
- Can efficiency be a solution if it results in even more consumption? 
- Is it possible to save nature by putting a price on the services it provides? 
- Should we rely on technological solutions to save us? 
 
As the economic and ecological bases of prosperity are increasingly 
endangered and the gap between rich and poor widens, the Green Economy 
should offer us hope. Yet the Green Economy cares little about politics, 
barely registers human rights, does not recognize social factors and suggests 
the possibility of reform without conflict. It suggests that the world as we 
know it can continue with green growth, based primarily on large-scale 
technological solutions. This book outlines a way to overcome global crises 
from a social viewpoint. 
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Thomas Fatheuer is a social scientist, who writes on Brazilian development, 
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President of the Heinrich Böll Foundation, on the Board of Trustees of the 
German Institute for Human Rights, writer on the social aspects of 
globalisation; human rights; women’s rights; climate, resources and 
agricultural policy. 

Endorsement  

“Originally, the Green Economy was meant to create the political space for 
a deeper conversation. Yet, as argued in this book, such a conversation must 
go beyond a shallow ‘economisation’ of nature and quick techno-fixes.... 
Rather, it must establish a new ‘political ecology’ and engage widely in the 
creation of a new and more profound agenda for change. This task is as 
relevant today as it ever was.”  - TIM JACKSON, Economist 
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Part One  – Why business as usual is not an option 
Part Two – Rampant Risk – Questionable Instruments and Innovations 
Part Three – The Green Economy’s blind spots 
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